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Drew is a personal development coach, a strategist, an inspirational story teller 

and a writer. He is a “something else” coach— a change agent with a difference. 

New ideas and creative thinking are his stock in trade. He works with entrepreneurs 

and executives who are truly seeking change, innovation and inspiration to get to 

the next level in their lives. Drew also hosts The Idea Mill, a workshop for individu-

als searching for personal renewal and growth. Based in Toronto, he divides his 

time between coaching, speaking and writing. 

Drew began his career in retail buying/merchandising with Sears Canada, fol-

lowed by experience in catalogue merchandising, textile manufacturing and execu-

tive consulting. He became a personal development and business coach after much 

soul searching, seeking a more life-affirming way to live.  

Drew has worked internationally and has the hands-on experience that comes 

from starting and successfully running his own company for many years. He is a 

dynamic speaker who challenges his audiences to step outside their comfort zones 

and explore new possibilities – and he does it with wisdom, humour and honesty. 

Drew has written two books about his life experiences, The Tug of the Kite and a 

sequel Life Without a Parachute, hoping to help others by sharing what he has 

learned. He is working on a new ebook - a guide to e-imagination and how to re-

boot your life. For more information about Drew, see www.drewsimmie.com.  

January Breakfast Meeting 

Breakfast Registration Details 
The breakfast meeting costs $15 for WEN members and $25 for non-WEN mem-

bers. It features a generous and yummy breakfast buffet. 

 To register, please contact Anna Stitski-Gemza at 905-272-1478 or by email to 

breakfasts@wenetwork.ca or ibanana@hotmail.com or by completing the registra-

tion information on the website at http://wenetwork.ca/site/calendar/breakfast-

meeting/. The Canadiana Restaurant is in the Six Points Plaza, conveniently located 

within walking distance of the Kipling Subway station.  

Dates 

January Breakfast   1/18/14 

   Speaker: Drew Simmie 

Say WEN Deadline   1/20/14 

February Breakfast   2/15/14 

   Speaker: TBD 

Say WEN Deadline 3/20/14 

March Breakfast   3/15/14 

   Speaker: Sholom Glouberman 

April Breakfast   4/19/14 

   Speaker: Gina Valle 

May Breakfast   5/17/14 

   Speaker: Dorothea Helms 

June Breakfast   6/21/14 

   Speaker: Theo Heras 

July Breakfast   7/19/14 

   Member Readings 
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Inside 

Speaker: Drew Simmie, Author and Personal Development Coach  

Date: January 18, 2014 

Time: Check-in 9 a.m. Meeting 9:30 a.m. 

Location: Canadiana Restaurant Lower Level, Six Points Plaza, 

 5230 Dundas Street West, Toronto 
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Dear WEN Members, 

Wishing everyone a Happy and 

Prosperous New Year and may all 

your books sell out. The Holiday 

Party on December 14, 2013 was 

well attended and I am sure every-

one had a good time. To start off 

the festivities, I asked everyone to 

raise their glass of champagne (non

-alcoholic) and I gave a toast to the 

continued success of WEN and its 

members. Howard Lopez played 

seasonal music and many of you 

participated in the wonderful sing-

along. There were numerous door 

prizes and even a 50-50 draw 

which was won by Darlene Madott. 

The Canadiana served up a deli-

cious breakfast with special treats. 

The member readings, organized 

by John Ambury, were extra-

special since we celebrated the 

launch of our WEN anthology, Ca-

nadian Imprints Volume Two. The 

first portion was dedicated to read-

ings from the anthology followed 

by general member readings. 

I want to make a couple of an-

nouncements. Our costs have been 

rising and beginning with the Janu-

ary 2014 breakfast, we will be 

charging guests $25. However, we 

have been able to maintain the cost 

for WEN members at $15 and our 

annual membership fee remains 

unchanged at $40. We are actively 

seeking new members and encour-

age everyone to bring a guest or 

refer someone to our club. For each 

guest you bring, you will be given 

a ticket for a free breakfast draw. 

The second announcement is that 

we are going to experiment with a 

different seating plan for the Febru-

ary breakfast meeting. Each atten-

dee will  draw a number when they 

arrive and  will sit at that table dur-

ing the meeting, in the hopes that 

new acquaintances are forged and 

members become familiar with 

what other members are doing. 

Warmest regards, 

Maria Pia Marchelletta 

January, 2014 

president@wenetwork.ca 

President’s Message 

Say WEN is published by  

The Writers & Editors Network  

as a service to members and friends. 

WEN publishes news about our mem-

bers and events in which our members 

participate. We welcome other news 

and events that may benefit our mem-

bers.  

We reserve the right to edit or reject 

submissions at our discretion.  

WEN does not verify the accuracy of 

submissions and their inclusion does 

not constitute an endorsement of 

these services and organizations.  

Say WEN is distributed the first of each 

month, excluding August, to more 

than 100 WEN members and is posted 

online at wenetwork.ca. Send submis-

sions to the Newsletter Editor by the 

20th of the month at newslet-

ter@wenetwork.ca.  

Say WEN subscriptions 

$22/year (11 issues) or $2/issue 

Editor/Designer 

Corinne Cast McCorkle 

Copy Editors 

Maria Pia Marchelletta, Anna Stitski  

Contributors 

Maurus Cappa, Maria Pia Marchelletta 

Writers & Editors Network 

251 McKee Ave 

Toronto, Ontario M2N 4E2 

www.wenetwork.ca 

Say  

Singing along with pianist Howard 

Lopez at the Holiday Party & Launch 
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December Holiday Party & Launch 
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The Writers & Editors Network is an 

organization dedicated to encouraging 

and promoting the art and skill of writ-

ing and editing. WEN aims to foster 

literacy and to assist, empower, and 

provide moral support to writers and 

editors from all disciplines. WEN will 

network, mentor, and educate mem-

bers independently and in cooperation 

with other organizations. 

Board of Directors 

President  Maria Pia Marchelletta 

president@wenetwork.ca 

Vice President  Jasmine Jackman 

Secretary  Julie Tellier 

secretary@wenetwork.ca 

Treasurer  Maurus Cappa 

treasurer@wenetwork.ca 

Breakfast Coordinator            

Anna Stitski 

breakfasts@wenetwork.ca 

Communications Coordinator   

Jasmine Jackman 

communications@wenetwork.ca 

Membership Coordinator       

Anna Stiski 

membership@wenetwork.ca 

Program Coordinator               

Kevin Hopper 

programs@wenetwork.ca 

Newsletter Editor                

Corinne Cast McCorkle  

newsletter@wenetwork.ca 

Director at Large Marianne Funny 

Board Appointments 

Member Reading Coordinator 

John Ambury 

Past Presidents of WEN 
Gay Peppin   2001-2006 

Dr. Jasmine D’Costa   2006-2009 

Dr. Glenn S. Reid  2009-2010 

Richard Best   2010-2012 

Writers & Editors Network 

251 McKee Avenue 

Toronto, Ontario M2N 4E2 

www.wenetwork.ca 

Patient Advocate and Author 

Will Speak in March 

Our March speaker Sholom 

Glouberman is Philosopher in 

Residence at Baycrest Centre for 

Geriatric Care, as well as president 

of the charity Patients Canada and 

an Adjunct Assistant Professor at 

the University of 

Toronto. He is an 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y 

known health care 

policy analyst and 

advisor and has 

worked with health 

care systems in Canada and the UK. 

In 2005, Sholom became a pa-

tient when he underwent a major 

surgical procedure. Experiencing 

the health care system from the 

other side resulted in his fourth 

book, My Operation: A Health 

Care Insider Becomes a Patient – a 

graphic example of the disparity 

between the patient experience and 

institutional concerns. According 

to the book cover, “My Operation 

sharply contrasts Sholom's experi-

ence as a patient with both his in-

sights as an expert and his com-

plete medical record. The result is a 

study of the health care system for 

everyone from professionals to pol-

icy-makers to patients.” His shock-

ing experience also led him to 

found Patients Canada, a patient-

led and patient-governed charity 

that works to bring the voice of 

patients and caregivers to health-

care in Canada, and to help patients 

navigate the health care system. 

WEN News 

February Speaker To Be  

Announced Soon 

Robert Rotenburg, our scheduled 

speaker for February, is unable to 

join us and will re-schedule for a 

future date. Details about the Feb-

ruary program are coming soon. 

Welcome New Member 

Our newest member is Liana Di 

Marco. At our next meeting, say 

hello and welcome her to WEN. 

Newsletter Update 

This issue of the newsletter is an 

abbreviated one. Our new section 

The Writing Life will begin in Feb-

ruary with a contribution from 

Andrzej Derkowski. We hope you 

will submit your musings on writ-

ing and the writing life. We will 

accept short essays (250 words or 

less), poems, anecdotes, jokes and 

other forms — as long as they are 

about writing and editing.  

The submission deadline for 

the February issue is January 20. 

Please consider contributing to the 

newsletter. Remember, we want:  

 your writing news;  

 tips on writing, editing and self-

publishing;  

 industry news;  

 announcements of literary 

events, conferences and contests;  

 leads on agents, markets and 

publishers;  

 reviews of books, software and 

other tools useful to writers and 

editors.  

We also welcome photos of 

member activities so don’t forget 

your camera! Please email your 

submission to  

newsletter@wenetwork.ca.   
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